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HUD Observes 13th Anniversary of 1968 Fair Housing Act 


HUD Secretary Samuel R. Pierce, Jr., recently reaffirmed his commitment to Title VIII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1968, and said that *‘We cannot rest until we have guaranteed fair housing for every 
American.’’ His remarks came during a departmental ceremony marking the 13th anniversary of the 
Federal fair housing law. 


Secretary Pierce told his audience that HUD has made excellent progress in changing patterns and 
practices that have existed for far too long, and promised ‘‘to see that such progress continues.’’ He 
said that the Department has an effective enforcement system, within the limits of the existing law, 
and briefly explained two programs which were started last year to strengthen the system. The 
Systemic Discrimination Program, he said, has resulted in increased use of skilled personnel to 
investigate discrimination complaints, and the Rapid Response Processing System enables the agency 
to respond more rapidly to specific complaints. 


He added that programs to encourage voluntary compliance have increased significantly, and that 
HUD now has more than | ,000 voluntary agreements with various groups within the housing 
industry to combat discrimination in the buying and selling of homes. The New Horizon Fair Housing 
Assistance Program, he said, promotes agreements with States, counties and cities to further fair 
housing through the Community Development Block Grant Program. Acknowledging that voluntary 
compliance mechanisms are not a substitute for vigorous enforcement, Secretary Pierce said that such 
mechanisms ‘‘do provide a means to inform and educate people about the law,’’ and provide a 
**pathway’’ that may lead to better understanding among groups the Department needs to reach. 


Calling the 1968 Act a ‘‘test of our greatness as a Nation,’’ Secretary Pierce acknowledged the 
hard-won advances in fair housing and said: ‘*I am not forgetting for a moment that there is still much 
work to do. Probably the toughest part of the battle is still ahead of us. We cannot rest until we have 
guaranteed fair housing for every American.”’ 


Others appearing on the program included Antonio Monroig, assistant secretary-designate for Fair 
Housing and Gloria E.A. Toote, a former HUD assistant secretary. In his opening remarks, Monroig 
said: ‘‘We will be seeking to sustain and strengthen the programs in HUD that foster fair housing. In 
that regard, I am pleased to point out that, although the administration intends to reduce program 
spending across the board to revitalize our economy, HUD programs to enforce existing fair housing 
laws and to educate persons about them are being fully funded.’’ The full funding of these programs, 
he said, ‘“demonstrates beyond a doubt that the administration plans to pursue vigorously equal 
opportunity programs, including equal housing opportunity.”’ 


Toote, a former assistant secretary for Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity, said that the real estate 
industry must be made to realize that it can practice fair housing without lowering the value of 
communities. ‘*‘Fair housing cannot become a reality until it becomes a commitment of every 
American citizen,’’ she added. 














Pierce Appoints Philip Abrams as HUD Deputy Assistant Secretary 


HUD Secretary Samuel R. Pierce, Jr., recently announced the appointment of Philip Abrams as 
general deputy assistant secretary for Housing/deputy Federal Housing Commissioner. Abrams, a 
builder, developer, and construction association executive, will be responsible to Assistant Secretary 
Philip D. Winn for policy matters. 


Abrams was a co-founder of the Abreen Company of Brookline, Mass. , a multifamily housing 
development firm, and has served as treasurer of the company since 1966. Prior to founding the 
Abreen Company, he was superintendant and project manager for the Poley-Abrams Corporation of 
Brookline between 1965-1966. He helped start the New England Chapter of the Associated Builders 
and Contractors in 1970 and served as national president of the group in 1975, following terms as 
assistant treasurer and treasurer. 


The appointee also served two terms as chairman of the National Construction Industry Council, a 
group composed of more than 30 trade associations. Among his civic activities, Abrams served as 
director of the Foundation for Brookline Housing, and was a member of the Governor’s Advisory 
Committee on the Construction Industry (197 1-72), a member of the Brookline Redevelopment 
Authority (1971-74), and held posts in the Newton, Mass., Republican Party. 


A Boston native, Abrams is a 1961 graduate of Williams College, Williamstown, Mass. , and has 
done graduate work in engineering management at Northeastern (Boston). He is a member of the 
U.S. Naval Reserve and served as an officer aboard the U.S.S. Enterprise between 1962-1965. 


HUD Announces Urban Renewal Note Sale 


HUD recently announced that urban renewal project notes totaling $39,619,000, representing three 
local issuing agencies, were sold April 14 at an average interest rate of 6.935 percent. Bids ranged 
from 6.16 percent to 7.02 percent. The average maturity of the notes sold was 11.4 months. The 
average interest rate for the $11,731,000 of project notes sold in March was 6.977 percent. The notes 
will be dated May 12. 


Housing Starts Rise 5.8 Percent in March 


The Commerce Department recently announced that housing starts rose 5.8 percent in March to an 
annual rate of 1.28 million units. Starts of one-family houses rose 3 percent in March to a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate of 817,000, after a decline of 20.1 percent to an annual rate of 793,000 in 
February 1981. Multifamily housing starts rose 10.9 percent in March to a 467,000 annual rate 
following a month-earlier decline to a 421,000 rate. The Commerce Department said that new 
housing starts in March were 23.5 percent above their year-earlier rate. 


In other economic indicators for March 1981: 


© The Federal Reserve Board said that American manufacturers operated at 79.5 percent of their 
capacity, an increase of one-tenth of a percentage point from February’s revised rate; 


@ The United States League of Savings Associations reported that savers withdrew $1.7 billion 
more than they deposited at the Nation’s 4,400 savings and loan associations; and 


© Dun & Bradstreet, Inc. reported that commercial and industrial business failures for 1980 reached 
a 13-year high, rising 55 percent from 1979, to a record 11,742 failed businesses. Liabilities 
stemming from failures reached a record $4.6 billion, Dun & Bradstreet said, exceeding the 
previous high of $4.4 billion in 1975. 


HUD Proposes Recognition of Substantially Equivalent Fair Housing Laws 


HUD is proposing to amend its current regulations which provide recognition of States and localities 
whose fair housing laws are substantially equivalent to those provided for in Title VIII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1968. The amendment would grant recognition to the States of Illinois and Washington 
and to nine localities including Clearwater, Fla., Kansas City, Kan., Minneapolis, Minn., New York, 
N.Y., Orlando, Fla., Detroit, Mich., Lincoln, Neb., Raleigh, N.C., and Pittsburgh, Pa. 


HUD said an evaluation of the laws of the jurisdictions was conducted in accordance with the 
following procedures for recognition as outlined in 24 CFR, Part 115: 


®@ the text of the jurisdiction’s fair housing law and any regulations or directives issued thereunder; 
@ the organization of the agency responsible for administering and enforcing such law: 


© the amount of funds and personnel made available to such agency for fair housing purposes during 
the current operating year; 


@ any available indicia of the agency’s ability to satisfactorily administer its law consonant with the 
performance standards (for agencies in operation for more than one year); and 


@ any additional documents which the agency may wish to have considered. 
In order for a determination to be made that a State or local fair housing law provides rights and 


remedies for alleged discriminatory housing practices which are substantially equivalent to those 
provided for in the Act, the law or ordinance must: 


@ provide for an administrative enforcement body to receive and process complaints; 


@ delegate to the administrative enforcement body comprehensive authority to investigate the 
allegations of complaints, and power to conciliate complaint matters; 


@ not place any excessive burdens on the complainant which might discourage the filing of 
complaints; 


© not contain exemptions which substantially reduce the coverage of housing accommodations as 
compared to Section 803 of the Act which provides coverage with respect to all dwellings except, 
under certain circumstances, single-family homes sold or rented by the owner, and units in owner- 
occupied dwellings containing living quarters for no more than four families; and 


© be sufficiently comprehensive in its prohibitions so as to be an effective instrument in carrying out 
and achieving the intent and purposes of the Act. 


Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 prohibits the following acts if they are based on 
discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin: 


@ refusal to sell or rent; 
@ refusal to negotiate for a sale or rental; 
@ making a dwelling unavailable; 


© discriminating in terms, conditions, or privileges of sale or rental, or in the provisions of services 
or facilities; 


@ advertising in a discriminatory manner; 
@ falsely representing that a dwelling is not available for inspection, sale or rental; 


@ blockbusting; 





@ discrimination in financing; or 


@ denying a person access to or membership or participation in multiple listing services, real estate 
brokers’ organizations, or other services. 


Publications Available 


The following publications may be purchased from the Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. Remittance must be by check, money order, Visa or 
Master Card. When ordering, please indicate stock numbers. For additional information contact J.G. 
Mills, chief, Documents Control Branch (202/275-3343). 


Home Mortgage Lending. Whether solar energy fulfills its potential to become the main energy 
source for American homes could depend on the willingness of lenders to provide mortgage loans for 
solar housing. Home Mortgage Lending examines the results of a study to assess the likely responses 
of financial institutions to requests for mortgages on solar homes. 023-000-00387-2, $1.40. 31 p. 


Selling the Solar Home: Some Preliminary Findings. This publication describes factors which 
influence the construction and sale of solar residences in local markets across the United States; 
information should be of interest to solar equipment manufacturers, distributors, the home building 
industry, and the financial community. 023-000-00444-5, $1.60. 38p. 


Solar Dwelling Design. This general resource book is intended for use by designers, home builders, 
community leaders, local officials and homeowners who are interested in the application of solar 
heating and cooling to residential structures or are considering participating in the solar energy 
program. 023-000-00334-1, $2.30. 146p. 


Home Energy Saver’ s Workbook. Utility bills will continue to rise, but you can control the rise in your 
personal bills by making a few judicious home improvements for energy conservation. This 
workbook tells you how to identify ways to make your home more energy efficient and helps you 
compute the savings you can expect to realize from each conservation measure. 041-018-001 16-6, 


$1.00. 29p. 
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